
 
I’m writing to highlight some important information from the 2017 Ontario Budget that was tabled 
yesterday. The budget included an investment of more than $670M over four years for 
Developmental Services. This investment will assist us to continue the government’s commitment 
to help people live as independently as possible in inclusive communities as well as help address 
situations of crisis involving people with urgent and complex care needs.  
 
We will build on the 2014 multi-year investment to provide greater flexibility, choice and inclusion 
and brings the total investment in Developmental Services to more than $2.3 billion annually in 
2017-18.  
 
In 2017-18, this investment of over $130M to the base budget will:  
 

 Provide over 375 additional residential developmental services placements for 
individuals with urgent needs and youth transitioning from the child welfare system;  

 Support 1,000 additional adults with developmental disabilities to participate in their 
communities through the Passport Program;  

 Expand specialized clinical responses for individuals with complex special needs and 
establish a specialized residential support home for individuals with complex needs who 
are moving from justice facilities;  

 Improve access to local community services by making system navigation easier;  

 Support individuals and their families by developing and strengthening Family Support 
Networks across Ontario; and  

 Support capital initiatives.  

 
In addition, over the next two years the government will work with families and community 
partners to transition more than 400 young adults currently in the children’s system into adult 
developmental services.  
 
Thank you for your partnership in laying a strong foundation for continued transformation of the 
development services sector.  
 
While we have made progress much work is still required to drive change in the developmental 
services sector. We need to continue to work together to expand on innovative ideas whereby 
people living within their communities are able to achieve greater independence and inclusion.  
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